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ITALY, MONT BLANC RANGE

Pointe Grassi (aka Punta Vardaz):
  P3095  South Ridge

RATING/DIFFICULTY:
 » D 5c, Trad, 14 pitches, 550m climbing distance, 495m vertical elevation to the summit of Pointe Grassi/Punta Vardaz + 430m to the summit of 

Aiguilles Marbrées S. We have climbed the route in alpine style and completely in mountain boots.

LOCATION/ACCESS:
 » An enjoyable mountaineering route ascending the South Ridge of Pointe Grassi, formerly known as Punta Vardaz (3095m), which lies immediately 

east of Dent de Jetoula. The route then continues for another 430m to reach the South Summit of the Aiguille Marbrées.

APPROACH:
 » Gain the snow slopes of the Glacier de Rochefort leading up to the foot of the route either by contouring east from le Pavillion telepherique station 

and climbing between rocky slabs, or ascending directly from Planpincieux and Rochefort in Val Ferret (recommanded).

EQUIPMENT/GEAR:
 » C4-Camalots 0.3–3.0, 1 set of Stoppers, slings, 50m double ropes.

FIRST ASCENT:
 » Micha Rinn (Germany) and Simon Richardson (Scotland), 18–19 June 2024.



© Micha Rinn, www.vertikale-welten.de

ITALY, MONT BLANC RANGE

Pointe Grassi (aka Punta Vardaz):
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ROUTE DESCRIPTION:
 » Start at snow bay at 2600m on the west fl ank of the ridge. Bear right to gain the crest and follow this for nine rope lengths to a notch (easy climbing to 

start then French 5c). Cross the notch, bypass a steep tower on the right to a point underneath the fi nal headwall. Continue up a steep fl ared chimney 
on the left (5c), then move left (loose rock) to gain the crest. Continue easily to the summit (fi ve ropelengths from the notch).

DESCENT:
 » Further upwards! First, make a 50m abseil from a point a little north of the summit to gain a col and follow the sharp horizontal crest (50m) to gain 

a 430m-high broad ridge that leads upwards to the South Summit of the Aiguilles Marbrées. From here, a straightforward descent leads down to the 
Glacier du Géant and further to the Torino Hut in 20min.

NOTE:
 » The South Ridge is the forth route on the entire mountain.

 » 1st route by Gian Carlo Grassi, 1990.

 » 2nd route by Dave Hope, Nick Mullin, Tony Penning, 2005: „Voie Pellin“ (500m of climbing, British E4 6a).

 » 3rd route by Italian group (Elio Bonfanti, Enrico Bonino, Luca Maspes, Rinaldo Roetti, Paolo Stroppiana, 2008: „Diretta allo Scudo, le Demon du 
Midi“ (250m, 6c/A0, 6b+ obl.). The group used a large quantity of bolts.


